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PRESCRIBING ALERTS "MAY STOKE BLAME CULTURE", WARNS MDDUS

If there are genuine concerns that a GP is overprescribing or prescribing
inappropriately, then clearly they shouldn’t be ignored — but reporting a GP isn't
necessarily the most appropriate first step to resolve the issue, says the MDDUS
(Medical and Dental Defence Union of Scotland).

“The ethos of auditing significant events and clinical governance is one of
analysing the critical incident in a supportive environment without attributing fault
so that the necessary lessons can be learned and shared with colleagues,” said Dr
George Fernie, MDDUS medico-legal adviser, following publication of the UK All
Party Parliamentary Drug Misuse Group report into painkiller dependency.

“Reporting a GP shouldn’t necessarily be a pharmacist’s first move. Clearly,
individual cases differ, but the risk is that simply reporting a GP adds to a blame
culture that some claim is all too prevalent in the NHS.

“If a GP is referred to the General Medical Council as a knee-jerk reaction, that’s in
nobody’s interests.

“A more practical approach with a potentially better outcome for all concerned
may be to follow the National Patient Safety Agency’s guidance on significant
event audit.” The guidance is currently the subject of joint workshops held by the
MDDUS and Central Lancashire NHS Primary Care Trust.

Ends

For further information contact Mike Hutchinson on 020 7624 6257 or 07760 155216.

Notes to editors

1. MDDUS is a medical defence organisation providing access to professional
indemnity and expert medicolegal advice for doctors, dentists and other

healthcare professionals throughout the UK.
2. For further information on MDDUS go to www.mddus.com.

MDDUS IS A COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE INCORPORATED IN SCOTLAND No 5093

at Mackintosh House, 120 Blythswood Street, Glasgow G2 4EA

MDDUS is not an insurance company. All the benefits of membership are discretionary as set out in the Memorandum and
Articles of Association.


http://www.mddus.com/

